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1909 N. 8th Street 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
July 4, 1945 


Mrs. Lillian Cunningham 
5240 41st Street 
Port Arthur, Texas 


Dear irs. Cunnibgham; 


I have delayed answering your letter, hoping that I 
mizht find something more definite for you. I spent two 
afternoons (1-5) at the library without any satisfactory 
results. There is no additional charge. I just hoped to cet 
something more on the second trip than I had been able to do 
the first time.) 


Your people were likely located in the southern part of 
the state and I am sorry that our library doen not have more 
adequate information of that region, 


| I sm enclosing extracts from our Sullivan County History 
concerning BRIGOS families; but I could not discover any 
connecting link. So these may be of no value to you at all. 


The ABELL (Abel) Coat of Arms, i thought might be of 
interest to you, We always hope for 5 connecting link in 4 case 
of this kind and often find one; or claim the Coat of Arms until 
the ownership has been disproved, The sketch is in black end white. 
But an artist could enlarge it and color it according to the discriptior 


| Ав to the FARRELL (Ferrell) family, I found only a mention. 
Іп а Green county history, among the early settlers was named з. 
John Ferrell; later a note saying Ә.Б.Ғегге11 had served as a 
Justice of the Реасе in Jackson, Township in 1831 and also as 
election inspector. Nothing of his personal history or family. 


If travelling were not so hampered by war conditions, I 
should go over to the State library, and might do better for you. 
Occassionally, I make a trip up to the Newberry library in Chicago; 
but thet too is out for che duration. Things may esse up pretty 
вооп- we hope. I shall keep your notes іп «ay files and if I come 

upon any information useful to you, I shall be most happy to send 
it to you, 


Again, I am sorry my information is so meager ond trust that 
in the near future you may have better success. 
Sincerely yours 


э” 


Mrs. Herbert Brig:s 
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BRIGGS 


| From History of Sullivan County, Ind. Thos. J. 7017, 
Editor. 1909. р 230, 

Brizgs, Benjamin, was the first American of the family; 
came to the colonies from England 1770; and a few years later 
mortgaged his estate to raise a company of patriots to fight 
against the mother country. He lost his left arm at Monmouth 
and his fight at Yorktown. | 


Also! History of Green and Sullivan Cos. Goodspeed 
1584; р. 711 has an account of this same Benjamin Brigzs and 
continues the family: 


David Briggs, son of Benjamin Briggs the immigrant, was 
а Major in the war of 1812. 


| Joseph W. Briggs, second son of Major David Brig:s, was 
a, lawyer by profession and a Captain in the Mexicab War. 


John C. Briggs, son of Captain Joseph W? Brigzs, was 
born in Carlisle, Sullivan County, Indiana; was also a lawyer 
by реет and a Captain іп the Civil war. 


pr. Charles Briggs, also a son of Joseph "V. Briggs and 
Elizabeth a. (Clippenger) Brig:s was born March 25, 1842. 


| There is also an account of a Hurray Brigga born in 
Licking County, Ohio, Editor- іп 1834- of the Sullivan DEMOCRAT. 
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ABELL 


ABELL (Abel) COAT of ARMS 


7 Registered by the Committee of Heraldry 
of the New England Genealogical Society 
as being the Coat of Arms of Robert Abell. 


/ Silver on а saltire engrailed azure 
nine fleure-de-lis 


| Compendium of American Genealogy, FIRST FAMILIES of 
. America, IMMIGRANT ANCESTORS, says of nim: 


ABELL (Abel), Robert, born probably in England; died 
Rehoboth, Mass., June 20, 1663; son of George Abel who married 
Frances ------- of Hemington, Leistershire, England; first 
record at Weymouth, Mase., where he desired to be made freeman, 
October 19, 1630; later at Rehoboth, Mass.; married Joanna ------ 
who survived him and married (2nd) at Rehoboth, June 4, 1667, 
William Hyde of Norwich, Conn. 
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